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Promoting & supporting the power of play

@SCOTLAND'S PLAY
STRATEGY

In June 2013 the Scottish Government published its
first National Play Strategy vision followed by an Action
Plan in the October. The Play Strategy group
supporting the development of the vision and action
plan was made up from a wide range of
representatives across the Government, play and
voluntary sector.

The vision:

‘We want Scotland to be the best place to grow up. A
nation which values play as a life-enhancing daily
experience for all our children and young people: in
their homes, nurseries, schools and communities’.

This vision document formed the basis for the development
of the action plan which was created using three domains:
Home, School and Communities, and a fourth with the
theme of Positive Support for Play. The full vision strategy
document and action plan can be viewed and downloaded
here:

https://2ff5fdee-0157-42dd-bdaf-
9d9dc72af7f4.filesusr.com/ugd/33d2a7 036fe73420564ca
2931640306818f3c2.pdf

How can local groups use the Play Strategy?
- Read it! Look through the actions and establish what you
are currently doing that meets these actions.

- Demonstrate what you do by developing some text
around your activities that links in to these actions and
guote these actions in your text.

- Meet with others in your area and plan how you can
develop new activities to support specific actions.

- Highlight what you are doing to meet the actions to Smart
Play Network. We can share your activity with our wider
network and with the Play Strategy Group.

- Look up the research and associated toolkits that have
been developed from the actions; these can be found on
the Scottish Government website and are excellent
resources to help you develop your service.
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By being able to demonstrate how your activities are
helping deliver areas of the Action Plan you are aligning
with the Scottish Government’s National Outcomes. This
is very important when writing funding applications and it
also gives you confidence that your service is meeting the
play needs of your children, families and communities.
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Ideas and examples of how your setting can support
some of the actions of the Play Strategy

In the Home

Action 6.4 Download SPN play cards from our website.
We have a range of colourful cards with activities
designed to meet action 6.4 for your setting. Print off the
black and white versions; children can colour in the cards
and parents can use the ideas in the home.

Action 6.5 Who knows about your work? Can you
publicise what you do more widely? Are you
demonstrating how you support play at home? For toy
libraries this should be one of your key messages.

Action 6.7 Sign up to RoSPA’s newsletter, Homeward.

This e-newsletter offers excellent up to date information
for safety in the home environment and can be passed on
to your families. Email: elumsden@rospa.com and find
back  copies  here:  http://www.rospa.com/home-

safety/uk/scotland/newsletter/
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Ideas and examples of how your setting can support Positive Support for Play
some of the actions of the Play Strategy continued...
In Nursery and School

Progress review of Scotland’s Play Strategy 2021

https://www.smartplaynetwork.org/play-in-a-pod

http://ipaworld.org/resources/for-children/fun-things/

http://www.ipascotland.org/article-31-gaelic-poster/

In the Community

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2015/12/6702/downlo

ads
https://www.playscotland.org/resources/print/Play-
Scotland-Play-Strategy-Review-Play-in-Covid-
http://www.playscotland.org/resources/information/ 2021.pdf?plsctml id=20943

Smart Play Network Members Support

Member you have access to telephone and email
support. For more information about the topics
covered in this guidance sheet, or any other queries
you may have about your project, please contact us
using: 0131 554 2620 or admin@smartplaynetwork.org
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